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Electors who, by the supposition, are in other respects
qualified for political power ought not to be deprived
of it because they have done that which it is to be
presumed electors in general would do if the State
had placed them in the same anomalous position in
which it has placed the offenders. The remedy is to
rectify the anomaly, not to withdraw the privilege.
Moreover, any large disfranchisement, where the
franchise is necessarily restricted, is, on the score of
public freedom, a serious evil, and should not be
resorted to except in extreme need. These remarks
apply to the disfranchisement whether of constituen-
cies or of individual voters. But to the former there
is the great additional objection that every con-
stituency contains electors who are proof against
corruption, and that to confound them in the same
punishment with the guilty is flagrant- injustice ; and
the evil is aggravated by the consideration that the
very men who are thus deprived of the franchise are
those who, by resistance to extraordinary temptation,
have proved themselves peculiarly fitted for its
exercise.

The other expedient which is most frequently
suggested for the suppression of the trade in votes,
far from being direct, is so much the reverse that at
first sight it seems to have no bearing at all upon the
subject, and is yet as confidently recommended as if
it were the most direct and obvious remedy imagin-
able. The real cure for bribery, we are told, is the
ballot. In other words, if no one can find out how
a man votes, he is sure to vote disinterestedly. The